Absorption from the rectum and colon is small, and their utility from the point of view of nutrition or medication is very limited. Another important factor which should not be lost sight of is that the rapid passage of a drug through the small intestine, where ? absorption usually takes place, occurs in chronic diarrhoeas and dysenteric conditions. X-ray examinations with barium meal show that the meal in these cases hurriedly passes [May, 1945 through the small intestine, and in a very few hours, less than five usually, it reaches the pelvic colon, no 
